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XVII 


Tue NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND 
Mutvat DEFENCE SocIETY. 


On page 591 will be found a short report of a 
meeting of the Society. The rules provide for an 
annual meeting, and this has hitherto been held in 
December—a time which rendered it impossible to 
present a complete financial statement for the year 
In future the annual meeting will be held early in 
the year so that a full financial report muy be 
received and discussed at the meeting. 

The title of the Society shows its double object— 
benevolence and defence. Only 265 members of 
the veterinary profession are members, a fact which 
demonstrates either wide-spread ignorance or pro- 
found indifference to the self-interests of practi- 
tioners. The preamble drawn up by the original 
founders is worth quoting, as its truth is as urgent 
now as ever—‘ In consequence of many vexatious 
and unjustifiable actions at law having been threat- 
ened and sometimes instituted against veterinary 
surgeons for alleged depreciation of the value of 
horses and other animals, consequent upon pro- 
fessional treatment during illness, and because it 
has been repeatedly sought on the part of the public 
tomake the members of the veterinary profession 
not only responsible for their opinions (fairly and 
honestly expressed in the discharge of their duty) 
but also to hold them responsible for accidents 
resulting from shoeing and from other operations ; 
and considering that the veterinary profession has 
hitherto been without a fund from which its mem- 
bers might be assisted in their defence against such 
vexatious and unjust lawsuits—and seeing also that 
there is no fund from which assistance might be 
afforded to such members of the profession, their 
Widows or orphans, as after proper enquiry might 
Prove to be deserving objects of professional benevo- 
lence—it is considered advisable that a Society 
having these joint objects in view should be imme- 
diately formed. ete.” Many years have passed 
— this was written and acted upon by men the 
oa likely ever to require assistance from their 

ellows. But in 1905 only one in twelve of the 
profession avail themselves of the privileges offered 
i the defence branch or the opportunities afforded 

Y the benevolent. 

“ry suggestive is a remark made by the Presi- 
nt at the annual meeting of 1904—“ in regard to 
€ benevolent portion of our work ..... we find 

i all applications are from non-members.” 

a peogieal to argue from this fact that to be a 
mer is a sound protection against requiring the 


man full of strength and hope is most likely to 
undervalue the necessity of all kinds of insurance, 
but the proverbial rainy day may come to all of us. 
unexpectedly and suddenly. Poverty is no excuse 
for not joining the Society. The entrance fee of one 
guinea and the annual subscription of half-a-guinea 
is within the means of all. What you can get for 

the money and what you can do for the money is so 

disproportionate to the outlay that one can only 

credit the small membership to unbusinesslike 

negligence and dangerous procrastination. 

Very few men who have been ten years in 
practice have escaped the consequences of an action 
at law. Many have compromised and paid sooner 
than risk an adverse verdict. To be guilty of negli- 
gence is to court an action for damages; but the 
most careful man cannot avoid legal attacks, and 
even when his defence is successful the expense is 
never wholly recovered from the other side. 

There is, however, something more than the cost 
of an action or a threatened action to be remem- 
bered. To many men the worry and care which 
accompany an action that may possibly do some 
damage to a good reputation is harder to bear than 
the pecuniary loss. 

The help afforded by this Society to a practitioner’ 
in trouble is both moral and financial. His case is 
considered by experienced men, and when found 
gcod is taken up by the Society and backed by the 
whole strengh of an organised body. Whatever be 
the end he knows that representative men in his. 
vocation believe him to be right, and are prepared 
to share his burden. 

On the benevolent side of the subject little need 
be said. Our pages have recently contained more 
than one illustration of the necessity for a benevo- 
lent fund. It is obvious that all the hard cases 
which come before the National Benevolent branch 
of the Society and before the Victoria Benevolent 
Fund cannot be published. It is sufficient to know 
that they are many, and that each Society is only 
limited by its funds from doing more than is now 
possible. No one can say that the veterinary pro- 
fession is not charitable. It never fails to respond 
to an appeal, but private benevolence cannot 
take the place of organised charity. Enquiry must 
be made in most cases, and organisation does 
this more cheaply and more efficiently than is 
possible to the individual. 

One in twelve is a poor proportion of the profes- 
sion to take advantage of such opportuuities as are 
afforded by the National Veterinary Benevolent and 
Defence Society. Our advice to non-members is— 
write to Mr. Sam Locke, Grosvenor Street, Man- 
chester, by next post. 


assistance of the Society? No doubt the young 
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“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. ‘By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” * 


LIGHTNING STROKE IN ANIMALS. 


The reading of Col. Nunn’s interesting paper on 
the above subject leads one to the conclusion that 
our literature on the subject is scant. This being 
the case I am led to think that the following rough 
notes on what might be termed “an outbreak of 
lightning stroke” may prove of interest to your 
readers. I made no notes of the occurrence at the 
time, so must let my recollection tel] the tale. 

About nine years ago, as nearly as I can guess, 
whilst I was practising in Huntingdon, on a Satur- 
day night in mid-summer, during a severe thunder- 
storm, I noticed a particularly vivid flash of light- 
ning. I remarked to a friend that it was the most 
dangerous flash I had ever seen, and suggested the 
seeped that we should hear of some damage 

ingcaused. On the following morning, about 9.15 
a.m., I was asked to see a mare which was down in 
a field and unable to rise. I found an aged black 
cob mare lying in a normal position on her sternum, 
with the chin resting on the ground. Her head was 
enormously swollen, representing an exaggerated 
case of purpura, small drops of dark coloured blood 
were oozing from the skin of the face, the mucous 
membranes were livid, and the dark sanious dis- 
charge was issuing from both nostrils. The breath- 
ing was stertorous, and the pulse imperceptible. 
The mane behind the poll was distinctly singed. I 
gave it as my opinion that the mare had been struck 
by lightning and should be destroyed at once. After 

etting the owner’s permission I shot her. 

About half an hour after this I was asked to go 
and see a horse found dead on the racecourse—a 
very wide expanse of unprotected pasture, on which 
many horses were turned out. I found a four-year- 
old grey cart gelding with a distinct punctured 
wound penetrating the chest, about six inches behind 
the shoulder. (This is a post-mortem appearance 
which, according to Col. Nunn, has not been record- 
ed as existing in animals). The wound was about 
the size of a florin, and the edges of it were distinctly 
charred There could be no doubt about the cause 
of death in this case. 

I had not been back home many minutes when J 
was told that another horse had been found dead. I 
found an aged bay hunter, which had evidently tried 
to shelter under a hedge, and had been knocked 
through the hedge and across a dyke into the next 
field, his chin was resting on the opposite bank. He 
showed no external signs of lightning stroke, but I 
had no hesitation in saying he had been killed by 
lightning. 

These cases were in a direct line from north to 
south, the direction followed by the flash I had 
noticed, and about one mile and a quarter the dis- 
tance between the outside cases. 


‘“‘Lightving stroke from a professional point ¢ 
view.” I am sorry that in these cases I did ng 
make any careful post-mortem examination, but ay 
of opinion that the history of a case, the conditim 
of the carcase, and especially of the surrounding, 
will warrant any practical man in giving an opinion 
as to the cause of death. 

“ Lightning stroke from a commercial point ¢ 
view.” In every case whereI have given an opinion 
that lightning was the cause of death, the value of 
the animal has been paid to the owner by the Fir 
Insurance Co. There was a slight quibble as to the 
cause of the death of the black mare mentioned, but 
when I pointed out that her destruction was the 
only humane proceeding, her value was paid. | 
remember giving a certificate to the effect thata 
valuable four-year-old bay Irish hunter had been 
killed by lightning in the fen country. He had 
been knocked off a bank into an empty dyke. | 
was much surprised the next day when an old veter'- 
nary friend drove up to ask the whereabouts of the 
carcase. He had been sent by the Fire Insurance 
Co. to make a post-mortem. I directed his driveras 
nearly as I could to the place, which was far from 
easy to find. On his return my friend told me he 
had seen the carcase, and rather startled me by say- 
ing ‘“‘ Young man, how do you know that horse was 
killed by lightning?” I replied that I had given 
my opinion that such was the case, and that it was 
only fair to me that I should ask him a question, 9 
I said “ How do you know it wasn’t?” He said 
that was what he had to find out, and as he couldn't 
make a post-mortem where he had seen the carease 
he had arranged to go to Peterborough the day fol 
lowing and see the carcase in the knacker’s yard. 
After fortifying his inner man I wished him goot- 
bye. I haven’t seen him since, but as I didn’t read 
his name in your obituary list shortly after, I expect 
he survived. To put it mildly, it requires a more 
than zealous practitioner to make a post-mortem 
four or five days after lightning stroke. The horse 
was valued at £40, and the money was paid. 

James M.R.C.Y5. 

Wetherby, Yorks. 


SWELLED LEGS DUE TO WOUND 
INFECTION. 


On Jan. 10 of this year was called in to se 4 
grey hunter, ‘“‘ Monday,” reported lame after being 
hunted on Jan. 9. 

On arrival found the off hind foot had woo 
poulticed and the neighbourhood of the fetlock = 
swollen. Moisture, which I might characlon™ 
oozing serous effusion, was present about the ‘ 
at junction of horn and skin. Removed the 8 , 
and had frog pared. Whilst paring horn 4 a "ad 
wood about half an inch in length was nes ve 
which had penetrated the horn of the frog = ach 
the frog pad at the middle of its inside Dm". 
All the frog was underrun and was stripped +e ° 
account, and an antiseptic poultice (warm) weft 1 
plied to the foot and a bottle of cooling lotion 
rub the fetlock. 
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On Jan. 12 found the leg swelled up to the hock. 
Gave a dose of physic and left a bottle of cooling 
lotion and ordered bandages and warm fomentations 
to the leg. 

On Jan. 14 the leg was greatly swollen up to the 
stifle; there was a pronounced protuberant swelling 
on the inside of the off thigh, and the sheath was 
swollen. Ordered continued warm fomentations 
and hand-rubbing of the protuberant swelling down 
towards the foot, bandaging of the lower portion 
of the leg with some pressure, and cooling lotion, 
and pot. iodide in drinking water. The leg was ex- 
ceedingly painful to lift, and my prognosis was 

ed. 

On Jan. 17 leg much finer and protuberant swel- 
ling gone. Bandaged leg with cotton wool and 
bandages tight enough to exercise pressure, and as 
the skin on the shank was tender and denuded of 
hair had it powdered with Zinci ox. and flour aa. 
before bandaging. The antiseptic foot poulticing, 
continued up to this date, was discontinued and the 
foot put in a dry cloth and its solar surface and heel 
powdered with above powder. 

Jan. 20: Cooling lotion and powder, and every- 
thing looking well. 

Jan. 27: Foot dressed with tar, and shoe on with 
a leather. 

Feb. 7: Dressed foot again, had shoe refitted, and 
gave attendant a bottle of mixture: 


RO. rapii 3vi. 
Liq. plumbi subacet. 
Pot. bicarb grs. xl. 


to fetch hair on bare places on leg. 

Feb. 21: Horse was hunted again and has gone 
well since, and on March 6 nobody could tell there 
had ever been a bare spot on the leg. 

As internal medicine the horse had a dose of 
physic, pot. iodide in drinking water, pot. nit., and 
sod hyposulph. powders, and alterative powders. 
He made a perfect recovery after exhibiting some 
very bad symptoms. 

On Dec. 17, 1904, was called to a chestnut van 
horse with a cracked heel, swelled near fore leg, 
temp. 104°, rigors and very lame. Warm fomenta- 
tion to leg and bandaging, and fever drinks and 

uretic balls were given. 

Dec. 19.—Crack in heel very painful. It was 
poulticed antiseptically, leg fomented and bandaged, 
and diuretic balls given. 
——— e leg discharged profusely at the open- 
be ¢. 24—Leg much finer and horse moving 

ter round the box and discharge less. 
tin ec. 28—Improvement. Dressed crack with 

chlor. and powdered with acid boric. 

4, 1905 : Causticked crack. 

a 4to 21: Crack dressed daily with above 

n and powder. 
Horse put to work Jan. 4. 
ies Internal medicine to this horse was four 
— and diuretic balls. I am of opinion 
wd, tnal medicine is above all indicated in 
liey 4ses, and am perhaps foolish enough to firmly 
€ that neither of them would have done half 


medicine. I consider the moderate pressure by 
bandages and hand rubbing the chief part in the 
external treatment. Ihave found nothing better 
than tincture of arnica and liq. plumbi. subacet. as a 
lotion externally in these cases. The bandages used 
were stockingette, Newmarket bandages. 

G. MAYALL. 


POLYPUS OF UNUSUAL SIZE EASILY 
REMOVED. 
The photograph represents a large polypus which 


I removed from a black charger, seven years old, 
belonging to an officer of my regiment. On Nov. 26. 


The specimen measured 11-in. in length. 


I was consulted about the patient, and upon exami- 
ning the near nostril saw a sloughing growth a 
little distance up. Curiosity caused me to catch 
hold of the growth with my fingers, and pleased, 
although not thinking what the result was to be, I 
continued to hold on to my object and in a few 
seconds it wasin my hand. The length it became 
by my stretching caused me to consider what I was. 
doing. A certain amount of bleeding from that 


Ww 
el, Or even recovered at all without the internal 


nostril took place, and the animal coughed fre- 
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uently, otherwise he did not appear disturbed. 

old douches and quietude soon put things right; 
he was watched and dieted for a few days, and then 
returned to his ordinary work. 

Remarks.—No return of the growth up to date. 

The patient was well known to me, having ridden 
him myself, was not a roarer, and is not now; 
always had a queer temper, would not leave other 
horses or go in front with hounds, used to rear 
and come over. 

Since this operation he is quite good tempered 
and will go anywhere. 

If any school of instruction considers the speci- 
men of any value to them I would gladly forward 
the same for retention. 

J. A. Merepira, Vet.-Major. 1st Life Guards. 

Regent’s Park, Barracks, N.W. 


MOIST ECZEMA OF THE DOG. 


For this stage of eczema I have tried many treat- 


ments. Of dusting powders the one with which I 


have obtained the best results was: 
Lead carbonate puly. 1 part 
Starch 
Venetian tale. or French chalk 4 _,, 


But I have for some time been almost invariably 
satisfied with the effect of the following: 


Pot. sulphurata 1 part 
Augean fluid (Willows) 
Aqua 


With absorbent cotton wool this lotion is well 
rubbed on to and around the sore after clipping the 
hair, or even shaving it. If the internal surface 
of the external ear is affected the stuff is well paint- 
ted on, and an ear cap applied, tying the dog w 
short for a short time. If other parts of the body, 
an Elizabethan frill is used. On the third day if 
all is dry, as it usually is, zinc oxide 1, glycerine 8, 
with some aloes stirred in, or liquor plunbi 
subacetatis 1, liquor carbonis detergens 1, milk or 
glycerine 8, is applied, or any soothing ointment or 
dressing, and sometimes the frill is removed. 

The results have been found quicker than by any 
other method, and in nearly every case successful. 

If there should be any sign of discharge under 
the scab on the third day it should be peeled off in 
one piece, and the original dressing re-applied. I 
have only had to do this once or twice. 


W. H. Ftoox, M.R.C.V.S. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE Eriotocy or Contacious PLEURO-PNEUMONIA 
AND KinpRED OF THE Horsze.—By 
M. Tartakowsky, St. Petersburgh. 

(Continued from p. 566.) 

18. The principal cause of the extension of the 
diseases in the Army is considered to result from 
their development at the dealer’s establishment. 

19. The measures likely to diminish losses in the 
Army are of three orders : 

(a) Suppression of purchasing young horses in 
infected localities or foci of infection. 


Pleuro-Pneumonia. 
Remount Horses. Adults. 


1901 521 22 269 
1902 658 13 64 
1903 384 18 ies 
In summary : Remounts. 

Pleuro-Pneumonia 1,563 

Influenza 333 

Strangles 588 

Total : 2,484 


Infiuenza. 
Remounts. Adults. 


(b) Prevention of the introduction of young horses 
into manceuvres. 

(c) Proper methods to stamp epizodtics out in 
the uuvits where they reign ial 

20. Since pleuro-pneumonia of the horse, in its 
general form, belongs to the group of hemorrhagie 
septicemias, similar sanitary methods should be 
adopted as in the case of other diseases of this 
group, viz., fowl cholera, swine plague, etc., $0 % 
to prevent the development of new centres of IM 
fection. 

The following table indicates the correlation of 
the number of animals affected with plewro-pnew- 
monia, influenza, and strangles among remount 
horses and the adults. 


Strangles. 
Remounts. Adults. 
105 1 
0 298 0 
—_— 185 0 
Proportion per 100 of 
Adults. Remount Horses and Adults. 
53 3°5 
7 2°1 
1 
61 2°4 per 100. 


—(Archives des Sciences Vétérinaires de St. Pétersbourg, Dec., 1904. Ex. Bulletin Vétérinawe, 


Feb. 15th, 1905). 
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YORKSHIRE VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting took place at the Hotel Metrd- 

le, Leeds, on Friday, January 27th, the President 
{Mr F. Hallilay, of Dewsbury), in the Chair. At one 
or both gatherings there were present the following 
members: Messrs. G. E. Bowman, H. G. Bowes, G. C. 
Barber, W. Crawford, A. W. Mason, A. McCarmick, 
F. Somers, S. Wharam, W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds ; G. 
W. Carter, Keighley : J. Clarkson (hon. sec.), Garforth ; 
J. Cooke, Scarborough ; F. W. Clough, Morley ; A. Elli- 
son, Harrogate ; G. a Methley ; J. MeKinna, 
Huddersfield ; W. F. Pawlett, York; M. Robinson, 
Barnsley ; J. E. Scriven (hon. treas.), Tadcaster ; R. C. 
Thompson, Doncaster; A. T Waller, Skipton; G. 
Whitehead, Batley; A. H. Watson, Thornbury ; and 
Prof. W. O. Williams, Liverpool. Visitors : Professor 
Griinbaum, Leeds ; Councillor E. E. Lawson (ex-Chair- 
man of the Leeds Sanitary Committee), Mr. Packman, 
Bury ; Mr. Locke, Manchester ; Prof. Seton, Leeds ; Mr. 
Horner (President of the Leeds Cowkeepers’ Associa- 
tion), and Mr. J. W. Fearnside, Dewsbury. 

Letters of regret at inability to be present had been 
received from Profs. Pritchard, M’Fadyean, Boyce, and 
Dewar, Messrs. J. W. Dollar (President R.C.V.S.), Col. 
Nunn, Col. Steel, Messrs. J. S. Carter, S. Chambers, R. 
Cockburn, P. Deighton, T. Fletcher, W. G. Schofield, 
and W. P. Weston. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were —. 

Mr. Ernest Carin, of Leeds, was nominated by Mr. 
McCarmick as a member. 

Mr. H. Sumner, of Liverpool, whose nomination had 
been made at the previous meeting, was proposed by 
Mr. Mason, and seconded by Mr. Bowes. 


THE FortHcominc Councit ELEcTION. 


The Hon. Sxc. read a letter from the Secretary of the 
Eastern Counties Society stating that they had decided 
tonominate Mr. W. Shipley, of Yarmouth, for re-elec- 
tion to the Council of the Royal College, and to combine 

possible as usual with the Yorkshire, Lancashire, and 

idland Societies. 

It was explained by the Secretary that their retiring 
representative on the Council was Mr. McKinna, and 
that gentleman should again be 

hated as a candidate. 

This was seconded by Mr. Mason, who testified to 
the great interest which Mr. McKinna took in the work 
the Council, and said that had not his colleague 
pore ng the last meeting there would not have been a 

n. 
The Secrerary, in supporting, expressed the opinion 
tno county had two more loyal workers than they 
in Mr. Mason and Mr. McKinna. 

t. Bowes coupled with his resolution an instruction 
to the Secretary to write the Eastern Counties’ Society 
‘ereeing to amalgamate with them, and to communicate 
with the Lancashire Association asking them if they 
Would also join as heretofore. 
CARMICK that in view of what had 
the Miia Beebe they should not amalgamate with 

said that from what was said at a meet- 

land was of opinion that Mid- 

Scie in the future amalgamate with any 
My resolution is practically to start a 
lanes with the Eastern Counties and the 

ashire Associations, 

clution was then adopted. 

Mr. Me uently Mr. Bowes 
Setted Inna for having, along with Mr. Mason, repre- 
€m so well on the Council. Mr. McKinna had 


served them for four years, and he felt sure that they 
would see him re-elected. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD seconded. 

Mr. Somers and the Secretary supported in speeches 
appreciative of Mr. McKinna’s services. 

Mr. McKrnna acknowledged both the nomination and 
the vote of thanks. He said that during the four years. 
that he had been a member of the Council he had tried 
to represent them to the best of his ability. He had 
given much time to a work that he loved for the sake of 
the profession and the student. Although it entailed 
considerable time, the work had not been irksome. He 
felt that re-nomination would have been sufficient recog- 
nition of what he had tried to do, without any vote of 
thanks. 

REVISION OF RULEs. 


At the autumn meeting the rules of the Society were 
revised, and it was then understood that the revision 
would be confirmed on the present occasion. By an 
re the question was omitted from the agenda, and 
several members thought that this omission involved a 
postponement till the next annual meeting. On_ the 
other hand it was argued that the subject could be dealt 
with under “other business.” A resolution in favour of 
confirming the altered rules was moved by Mr. Bowes, 
and seconded by Mr. Scriven. 

An amendment postponing the confirmation to the 
next yearly meeting was submitted by Mr. McCarmick, 
and seconded by Mr. Mason. The resolution was adop- 
ted by a fairly large majority. 

In the discussion prior to the voting Mr. Cooke asked 
why the word “medical” had been deleted from the 
title of the Society. 

The SECRETARY answered that the Council considered 
it would simplify matters by calling it a veterinary 
society. Their membership did not include any medical 
men, and therefore it was thought that the old title, 
“veterinary medical” was somewhat ambiguous. There: 
were other arguments. 

Mr. Cooke: But are not we really registered medical 
practitioners! Is not that reason given for obtaining 
exemption from serving on juries ? 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. F. Hauurtay, Dewsbury. 


The PRESIDENT, at the outset, assured them that he 
was deeply sensible of the great honour they had con- 
ferred upon him by electing him to the presidency for 
1905. He felt that there were many other members of 
the Society who were better fitted and more able to 
occupy the position than he was, at the same time he 
should endeavour to further the interests of the Society 
to the utmost of his ability during his ‘term of office. 
But after all the success of the Society during the pre- 
sent and future years would depend upon the members, 
individually and collectively, and there was the pleasant 
fact that by attending the periodical meetings they met 
and formed new acquaintances which helped to cement 
that professional unity that should exist among them 
more than it had inthe past. (Hear, hear.) He appeal- 
ed to the members to assist as far as they could by 
bringing forward interesting matters for discussion, and 
having regard to the enthusiastic manner in which the 
Council and Secretary worked, he trusted that at the 
end of his term of office the Association would be in a 
more flourishing condition, both numerically and 
financially. He then made reference to Liverpool 
University which, he said, had been a matter of great 
contention. Arguments had been given both for and 
against the removal of the New Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, to Liverpool, and whatever views they might 
hold they were all united on one point—the advance- 
ment of their profession. The proprietary schools were 
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often said to be out of date, and their extermination 
seemed to be desired by many in the profession. But 
they could not close their eyes to the amount of good 
these schools had done in the past with the limited 
means at their disposal. It was a question with him 
whether, without the opposition of the proprietary 
-schools, the others would have been nearly so efficient as 
they were at the present day. The amalgamation 
of University and veterinary education was, he thought, 
calculated to be pregnant with good, because apart from 
any increased educational facilities that would result, 
the University authorities had the reserve of funds 
which the Government had so far denied to the pro- 
fession. Under the conditions which veterinary educa- 
tion had been conducted, their advance, which was un- 
doubted, did them infinite credit, and if they were 
blessed with increased facilities he was sufficiently 
‘optimistic to think that they would eventually occupy 
the status that they deserved. 

Mr. Hallilay next pointed out that the Board had 

not yet taken the veterinary profession fully into its 
-confidence, and said he was sure it did not appreciate 
the immense value the profession would be to it, if 
properly treated. He said, “I think the system of in- 
spection at present in vogue is too dilatory, and leads 
up to far too great delay to be efficient in the stamping- 
-out of contagious diseases. If we had direct Parliamen- 
tary representation that would, no doubt, lead the 
Board to adopt methods more advantageous to the pro- 
fession, and more calculated to suppress, if not entirely 
stamp out, such diseases as swine fever, sheep scab, 
glanders, and anthrax, which at the present are causing 
annoyance and loss of money to stock-owners, and the 
country in general. Glanders, which is not only fatal 
to our patients but also to man, requires more energeti- 
cally tackling. The paltry allowance which is given as 
compensation when a diseased animal is slaughtered is 
against the eradication of glanders. There is urgent 
need for further legislation on this subject.” 

The recent report of the Tuberculosis Commission con- 
firmed their opinion that there should be no relaxation 
in the endeavour to fight consumption. As to the 
splendid work which was being done in cancer research 
—rendered possible by both public and private muni- 
ficence—they all hoped that it would very soon be re- 
warded by success. Cancer was one of theimany diseases 
in which the medical and veterinary professions must 
work together for the common good. He was confident 
that there would be none more ready and willing to 
carry out any measures which would lessen the exten- 
sion of these diseases than the veterinary surgeon of this 
country. 

There is no doubt that the status of our profes- 
sion is improving throughout the whole country, but 
we cannot live on that alone, and there are certain 
black clouds around us which do not make our prospects 
altogether of the brightest. Motor power has made 
such rapid stridesin recent years that there is no doubt 
that it must have been a great difference to the income 
of many practitioners. To a great extent we shall have 
to look to some other sources than in the past—in the 
way of various inspectorships and public appointments. 
I also think there is large scope in the practice of canine 
surgery and medicine. 

I thank you for the patient hearing which you have 
given me, and hope that the present year may be a happy 
and prosperous one both to the Society and to each one 
of us. (Applause). 


Mr. McKinna proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for his address, which had dealt with 
several subjects of professional interest. He congratu- 
ted Mr. Hallilay upon occupying the chair, and said that 
he would have the full support of the members during 
his year of office. 


Mr. Somers seconded, remarking that Mr. Hallilay 
oo justify the confidence which had been placed 
in him. 

The resolution was cordially agreed to, and the Pres- 
dent made suitable acknowledgement. 


A Vote oF CONDOLENCE. 


On the motion of Mr. Bowes, and seconded by Mr. 
Scriven, the meeting passed in silence a resolution of 
condolence with the widow and family of the late Mr, 
H. Newsome, of Bradford, who was a member of the 
Society. 

ANNUAL DINNER. 
PRESENTION TO THE SECRETARY. 


After the business meeting the members and _ visitors 
sat down to dinner, which was served in the Coffee 
room of the Hotel. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the loyal toasts, and then 
came an interesting ceremony in the ae of a presenta- 
tion by the Council of the Society to the Hon. Secre- 
tary (Mr. Clarkson) on the occasion of his marriage 
The presentation consisted of a handsome clock and 
vases, and Mr. Wharam was deputed to ask Mr. Clark- 
son’s acceptance of the gift. 

Mr. WHaraM said that the Council felt that the work 
which their Secretary had done so pleasantly during bis 
year of office was worthy of some recognition. Besides, 
they desired to associate the presentation with his 
marriage. This little token of our esteem came quite 
spontaneously, and it affords me great pleasure to 

resent it. We all hope that Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson will 
“ long livesand much happiness. We know what 
a splendid fellow our Secretary is, and I feel sure that 
the success of the Society will be aided by his efforts in 
its behalf. (App.) 

Mr. CLARKSON was warmly applauded on rising to 
reply. He said he thanked them very much for their 
great kindness, though he confessed that he felt in the 
position of a man who got paid before he had done any 
great amount of work. He had only filled the position 
of hon. sec. fora year. He liked the work, but he was 
conscious of his own shortcomings. He had every 
desire to carry out the work efficiently, and their preset 
tation would only be an incentive to greater effort to 
make himself worthy of the esteem which they had for 
him. On behalf of Mrs. Clarkson and himself he thanked 
Mr. Wharam for his kind remarks, and the members 0 
the Council for their beautiful present. (App.) vial 

Mr. G. W. Carrer next proposed “The Imper! 
Forces,” of which they were Their services 
South Africa were gratefully remembered by Me 
country. The Veterinary branch of the Imperial Services 
was worthy of commendation and approval. that 

Capt. A. W. Mason, in response, inted out a 
Admiral Togo and other Japanese naval officers had ii 
trained in the British navy, and that their expl?! 
illustrated the thoroughness of British naval twee 
As to the Army Veterinary Department, he thought : 
the Society under whose auspices they were met, a 
Yorkshiremen, could take some credit for having & 
hanced the position of that branch. | The Society the 
one of the pioneers of the agitation for increasing 
pay and status of men in the Army Veterinary pa . 
ment. At the present time there was some idea 0 nied 
ing a volunteer veterinary corps, and if that were rag 
out there would be an application for members gt * 
and thus relieve him next year of the response aor 
toast. He had replied to that toast on 13 or 148 
sive annual occasions. «The Royal 

Mr. Cooks, in introducing the toast of ‘the most 
College of Veterinary Surgeons,” observed that ng 
important event which had recently taken place New 
gard to that institution was the removal of be hoped 
College, Edinburgh, to Liverpool. 1t was to 
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that it would be of great benefit to the veterinary pro- | tion of the young veterinary student, to give him oppor- 
fession generally. Some men thought that there was | tunities which no school could, unless it was connected 
quite asufficient number of teaching schools, and that} with a University. A veterinary school attached to a 
the numbers of students qualifying was probably more} University with eee funds behind it was in a far better 
than was required. Although they were a weak profes- | position to teach than a small school. Did he make 
sion numerically, they were strong individually, and | money by the removal of New College from Edinburgh 
there was no telling what they might accomplish ulti-|to Liverpool? He thought they knew that he did not. 
mately in the way of increased duties. There was some| He sacrificed a large practice, and sacrificed all his 
talk of trying to get municipal bodies to employ veteri-| friends. He had lots of friends scattered all over Eng- 
nary surgeons as veterinary officers of health, and he| land, but there were hundreds of houses in Edinburg 

we jam doubt that in the course of time veterinarians | where he was always welcomed. It was thought that 
would be gradually employed in the way indicated. He} when the Liverpool school was started they were going 
regretted that the Board of Agriculture, instead of doing | to throw about degrees and licenses and to swamp the 
what it could to benetit the veterinary profession, seemed | profession. His first condition with the authorities of 
to ignore it. The Board would not employ any member | Liverpool University was that they must maintain the 


ofthe veterinary profession if they could put in a lay- 
man to do the work, and the manner in which the Board 
worked these things was not altogether on straight lines. 
The Board had sent representatives to various towns to 
advocate the employment of laymen in preference to 
veterinarians, but he was glad to know that in some in- 
stances the authorities had had more sense than to pay 
heed to such advocacy. 

Prof. W. O. WILLIAMS responded. He commented on 
the very honourable yet onerous position of a member 
of the Council of the R.C.V.S., and recalled that his 
father was one of the founders of the Yorkshire Society. 

Six years ago in Edinburgh he commenced a _ post- 
graduate course. He was told by a number of members 
of the profession that it was an insult to suggest to the 
oa surgeon that he required further education. 

e made no remark, but issued his advertisement, and 
he started the first post-graduate course in connection 
with the veterinary profession in the country. Eight 
veterinary surgeons attended, and they were so delighted 
—it was in Scotland—that they made a present, in 
addition to paying their fees..(Laughter.) This led the 
Professor to take a peep into the future. He saw that 

veterinary surgeons were going to lose a large amount 
of their emoluments from the old sources, they were 
going toenter a new field which would increase their 
emoluments. Those who never took a veterinary paper, 
those who seldom read a newspaper were not the men 
Who were going to be connected with the expedition 
into the field—-only those who kept up with the times 
were going to have the advantages which the public of 
Great Britain were determined should be given to them. 

eep up with the times and you will never be for- 
gotten” was his advice. The opportunity of making an 
honest and good livelihood was open to those who were 
capable of filling the positions which were being offered 
: them. Of course, there was a limit to competition, 
kn they had not yet reached that stage. There was a 
elihood for those who were willing to keep up with 
the times and to do all they could for their clients. 

ott ere Was not any addition to the veterinary schools 

brag country when he changed his venue from Edin- 

ugh to Liverpool. There was a remarkable thing in 
with the change. He asked the Home Oftice 

i remove, and they replied, “Certainly, there 

ie. You offer greater facilities in Liver- 

than in Edinburgh.” Then the Home Office had a 

ond thought, probably because someone who was a 

Wilua! friend of his own asked, “ What is this fellow 

the Pens ‘” The Home Office wrote a letter to 

Prt a of the Royal College of veterinary Sur- 

iad Inquiring if there was any objection to the re- 

: replied Pee he happened to be the President. 

Presi de “ that he was in the awkward position of being 

should = Well as the applicant, and asking what he 

matter ~~ They suggested that he should submit the 

; the Gener Purposes Committee or the Coun- 


© committed a mistake i ing that there 
Wo a e in supposing that ther 
uld be ho opposition there; almost to a man they op- 


single portal system. (App.) 

He wished to point out a danger. Some two years 
ago it was suggested that the Edinburgh University 
should take over the Dick Veterinary College, but for 
reasons known the suggestion was not carried into 
effect. Edinburgh University then knuckled down 
after receiving a letter from the Solicitor to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. Edinburgh University 
made peace with the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, but he had felt that that peace was a dangerous 
peace, and, after he received the other day an explana- 
tory memorandum, he thought that Edinburgh Univer- 
sity and others considered that they had now become 
sufficiently powerful to break the peace and to wipe out 
the one-portal system. 

Speaking as an independent man, he considered that 
the Board of Agriculture had behaved most shamefully 
towards the veterinary profession. They did not select 
the “swagger townsman” as a veterinary inspector if 
they could possibly avoid him, but appointed country 

ractitioners at £250 a year, with three months notice. 

rofessional men were induced to take appointments 
with the promise that they might be permanent. There 
were at the present time 18 or more men who had had 
that half-offer of permanent employment. They had 
sacrificed their growing practices to go and assist the 
Board of Agriculture, a the more work they did the 
tighter was the rope pulled round their necks. When 
they were successful in stamping out disease their ser- 
vices were no longer re an If they were men with- 
out a sense of honour they would permit the disease to 
spread to make their appointments permanent. The 
present system of treating the profession by the Board 
needed amendment. (Applause.) 

Mr. McKrnna then gave “ Public Health and Sanitary 
Science,” in which he claimed that the veterinary pro- 
fession played no unimportant part. For example, 
there was the great question of milk supply. Medical 
men and veterinarians came into close touch with regard 
to that subject. Referring to tuberculosis, Mr. McKinna 
said that if they could do something to lessen that 
terrible disease they would be promoting the health of 
the community. Public health had been promoted by 
the Congresses which were now annually held. He 
praised the comparative sections of these gatherings, 
where medical men and veterinary surgeons sat side by 
side instead of attending separate meetings. That 
interchange of views could not but be beneficial. 

Councillor E. E. Lawson, in reply, said that the 
other day he asked his little daughter, ten years of age, 
how she was getting on at school, and she replied that 
her class was now learning science. ‘‘ What,” he asked 
her, “is science?” and she answered “Its sheep’s in- 
side,” (laughter). Well, they took a wider view of the 
subject than that. He supposed that, for the sake of 
demonstration, the teacher had shown her young class 
some part of the inside of a sheep. There was a general 
idea among the public that the duties of a veterinary 


uca- 


im, because he wanted to advance the 


surgeon were largely contined to attendance on the 
a animal, the horse. He confessed that his know- 
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ledge of the horse might be summed up in the words of 
the small boy—“ The horse is a square animal with a 
leg at each corner.” But since he had been in public 
life he had come very closely into tonch with members 
of the veterinary medical profession, and he desired to 
acknowledge the great assistance that they had been to 
him during the time that he was chairman of the Sani- 
tary Committee of the Leeds Corporation. The public 
did not realise the risks that veterinarians run in follow- 
ing their profession. He had felt that agricultural 
societies did not do as much as they might in assisting 
sanitary authorities to stamp out tuberculosis. These 
societies were instituted to give prizes for animals which 
would show the best results in the dairy and the best 
meat producing qualities. If it were true that a very 
large number of animals belonging to prize herds were 
suffering from tubercular disease, it appeared to him 
that agricultural societies ought to do wm more than 
they did to assist sanitary authorities in stamping out 
the disease. If from the development of electric and 
motor cars veterinary surgeons lost some portion of their 
income from old sources, there would be “fresh fields 
and pastures new,” and from what he had seen and 
heard on that occasion it certainly appeared that they 
were prepared to find men who would be equal to any 
work that they might be called upon to perform.— 
(Applause). 

Prof. GRUNBAUM also replied. He expressed his in- 
debtedness to members of the veterinary profession for 
the assistance that they had given him in his researches 
both in Liverpool and Leeds. 

Mr. R. S. Seton, Professor of Agriculture at the 
University of Leeds, gave “The Yorkshire Veterinary 
Society.” He remarked that frequently questions crop- 
ped up in agricultural matters which were confusing 
to the agriculturist, and which could only be decided by 
the veterinary surgeon. As a student he had studied 
what was described as veterinary science, and the know- 
ledge he had gained in this way had been very helpful 
to him as an agriculturist. He strongly advised all 
agricultural students to take up the study of veterinary 
work. (Applause). 

The PRESIDENT, in responding, said the Society was 
doing a very useful and beneficial work. At the same 
time its influence might easily be extended if it received 
more generous support from the profession throughout 
the country. (Applause). 

Mr. CLARKSON also replied to the toast. The Society 
he said was a great boon to the profession, and every 
veterinary surgeon in the country ought to join its 
ranks and attend the meetings regularly. In future the 
ee ee of being held on certain fixed dates 
would be left in the hands of the Council to arrange. 
They had a President who would do his utmost to fur- 
ther the interests of the Society.—-(app.)—and with such 
a hard working and enthusiastic Council their efforts’ 
during the year ought to be completely successful. 

Mr. G. E. BowMAN gave a hearty welcome to “The 
Visitors,” and in reply Mr. W. Horner, the President 
of the Leeds Cowkeepers Association, spoke in a 
humorous vein on the milk supply of Leeds. They 
agreed he said that to a large extent the health of the 
city depended upon them, and his Society had taken 
for its motto “Purity and Cleanliness.” But they only 
accepted the responsibility for their own supply, he did 
not take the responsibility for the rubbish that was sold 
for rearing infants—(laughter). They did not think it 
was right for municipal authorities to compete with 
them, and at the same time be allowed to sell a spurious 
article. It might be that some infants could not digest 
milk without water being added to the extent of 50 per 
cent. but it was ridiculous to say that all children were 
so weak. It was not so much the milk as the mothers 
who needed humanising. 

Mr. G. WarrHeaD gave the toast of “The President,” 
which was enthusiastically honoured. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting was held on Thus- 
day, Feb. 23rd, at the Maid’s Head Hotel, Norwich, 
Mr. F. Morton Wallis (President) of Halstead, in the 
chair. Other members attending were Messrs. W. Ship- 
ley, Yarmouth; R. Howard, Thetford; W. M. Reeman, 
Bury St. Edmunds; J. K. Gooch, Holt; A. 8. Auger, 
Saxmundham; W. F. Howes, G. Mayall, A. H. Santy, 
Norwich; F. B. O. Taylor, Weston; H. P. Standley 
Hon. Sec.), T. E. Auger, Wymondham; H. F. Gray 

ensington; and S. Smith, Lowestoft. ‘ 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were received 
from: Profs. J. M’Fadyean, J. Penberthy, F. Hobday; 
Messrs. J. Hammond, T.S. Barker, E. Margarson, J. 
Kitchen, T. G. Heatley, H. Wilkinson, W. Bower, J.D. 
Overed, A. Holl, J. Barr, J. F. Thurston, H. V. Low, 
F. Low, E. W. Wright, J. Cleveland, C. C. Nesling, 
P. J. Mullane, J. E. Porrett, J. F. Simpson, G. Hunting, 
J. Pollock, F. W. Wragg, F. Simkin, and A. Hudson. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been adopted 
the financial statement was presented showing a balance 
of £21 3s. 7d. at the bank. 

Mr. Surpiey said the Hon. Sec. told him they had 59 
members, but some of the subscriptions had not been 
paid and it should be clearly understood the Society 
could not be carried on with an income of £22. 

The Hon. Sec. said there were ten members who had 
not paid for 1904, and three for 1003 thought he had 
written to them. 

Mr. SHIPLEY moved that a reminder be sent to these 
gentlemen. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER seconded, and this was agreed to. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER in moving that the accounts be 
passed, said he very much regretted there was so small 
a meeting. When they remembered the outlay made 
for Prof. M’Fadyean’s lectures, he thought with the 
balance in hand things were fairly satisfactory. At their 
next meeting he hoped the elements would be more con- 
ducive to a good attendance. They could readily excuse 
those who were not present as it was so bitterly cold and. 
it was most creditable to those who had come. 

Mr. Goocn seconded the adoption of the accounts 
which was then carried. 


New MEMBER. 


Mr. Shipley proposed as a new member his assistant, 
Mr. Lirtte. Mr. Reeman seconded, and this nomina 
tion was accepted. 

ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 

The PRESIDENT said he wished to propose that = 
old friend Mr. William Shipley be asked to, _— 
Presidency for next year. He was sorry their Bocey 
was not more flourishing, but if there was any man shi 
could bring it into a proper condition it was a 1p 
ley. It was hardly fair, perhaps, as he had always he i 
the Society most liberally, but if he would accep “ 
office members would rally round him and it would? 
the Society a new start. elec: 

Mr. SANTy seconded, observing that no the 
tion could be made in order to bring the Society 
front. he would 

Mr. Suiptey said they all knew well enough al the 
do anything he possibly could for the succes* sent 
Association, and he greatly appreciated the hans’ i 
him by their kind invitation, but he could not a 
way to accept it. There were many members © 
duty it was to take the Presidency. He felt Lae eietle 
certain apathy and want of “go” about rod mn 
and some of the other members should try to @°) 
thing for it. Their Society must not ——— for it, 
man show. He had done a great deal of wor 
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but did not want to claim any credit for that. The 
Society would benefit by some fresh blood, and fresh 
enthusiasm, and for that reason he thought he ought not 
to accept the honour, much as he appreciated it and the 
kind way in which he had been referred _ to. 
The PRESIDENT observed that what Mr. Shipley had 
said was perfectly right, and he felt so when he pro- 
him. There were plenty of men who ought to 
take the Presidency, but the difficulty was to got them 
todoit. He thought Mr. Shipley would get them into 


Mr. STANDLEY proposed that Mr. A. 8. Auger be 
elected Presideut. 

Mr. Goocu, who seconded, said he would makea most 
efficient President. 

This proposal was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT-ELECT, in accepting office, said it was 
agreat surprise. He had not read an essay, and he was 
scarcely entitled to their consideration, but he had the 
welfare of the Society at heart, as he believed it was a 
good thing for all of them, and they should do all they 
possibly could to keep it up. He anticipated the assis- 
tance of a good Secretary and would do his best, relying 
on their hearty co-operation. 

The PRESIDENT said nothing was more disappointing 
than to find a Society like their’s going back, Pat if it 
was to be a success they must all help to back it up. 1f 
weather was any deterrent he should not have come 
that morning. He had to come as far as any and left 
one at eight in the morning, but he felt it to be his 
duty. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Shipley proposed Messrs. Mor- 
ton Wallis, W. M. Reeman, and G. Hunting, Mr. 
Standley seconded, and this was carried. 

Committee.—Mr. Taylor proposed Messrs. T. E. Auger, 
J. K. Gooch, R. Howard, W. F. Howes, W. Shipley, 
J.D. Overed, and 8. Smith. Mr. T. E. Auger seconded, 
and this was carried. 

Auditors—Mr. Gooch proposed the re-election of 
Messrs. Reeman and Buckingham “at the same salary ” 
with thanks for their past services. Mr. T. E. Anger 
seconded, and this was agreed to. 

Hon. Sec—Mr. A. 8. Auger moved the re-appoint- 
ment of Mr. H. P. Standley, stating that he was most 
‘energetic, and worked hard for the good of the Society. 

Mr. SuipLey, who seconded, incorporated with the 
tnotion a hearty vote of thanks for his services to the 
Society during the past year. 

Acknowledging his re‘election the Hon. SEc. said the 
members might assist him by promptly attending to cor- 
tespondence and coming in larger numbers to the meet- 
we When he sent a postcard to some 56 members and 

honorary associates he only had 12 replies. It was 
house putting in a lot of work if the members did not 
pPoperate, At present the state of things was very 
eet: On the previous Saturday he saw several 
mi ts at Norwich and when he asked them if they 
ee , found they had forgotten there was to be a 

ting. That was disheartening. 


SuBscriptions To CHARITIES. 


Mit. StaxpLey stated that the subscriptions voted last 
ent Fun five guineas to the Victoria Veterinary Benevo- 
Institut » two guineas to the Agricultural Benevolent 
and on “oe one guinea to the Institute of Public Health, 

; — at five guineas be again given 

cterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Who seconded, suggested it should be 
Then the Onation and not as an annual subscription. 
a be free to send less or more another 

ing to the state of the finances. 
ahount we _ as an amendment, moved that the 
and thi,” bree guineas this year. Mr. Taylor seconded, 


The question of a subscription to the Sanitary Institute 
for which no application had been received, was left in 
the hands of the President and Secretary. 

Mr. MayAtu said Prof. M’Fadyean and Mr. Dollar 
were on the Committee of the Institute of Public Health 
and he moved that one guinea subscription be given. 

Mr. T. E. AUGER seconded, and this was agreed to, 
Mr. Taylor being nominated as delegate. 

Mr. SHrIPLey proposed that two guineas be voted to 
the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Fund. Mr. Reeman 
seconded, and this was carried. 


CouncIL ELEcTION. 


The Hon. Sec. said that Mr. Shipley was retiring 
from the Council and it was the unanimous wish of 
members that they should use every endeavour to get 
him re-elected. ) 

Mr. Santy proposed that Mr. Shipley be their candi- 
date. Mr. T. of Auger seconded, and this was carried. 

Mr. SHIPLEY expressed his thanks, and said the matter 
was now having his serious consideration. 


Next MEETING. 


On the proposal of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Ship- 
ley, it was resolved to hold the summer meeting at Bury 
St. Edmunds. 


PROSPECTIVE SUGGESTIONS. 


Mr. Santy said that in past years interest was main- 
tained in the Society by having had cases brought up 
and exhibited where they met. Difficult operations 
were also performed, and in this way good musters were 
obtained, and it was felt the Society was progressing. 
Every veterinary surgeon was keen on seeing a good 
operation, as it was educational. 

The PRESIDENT said it was a very practical suggestion. 
Operations were always interesting and particularly to 
country practitioners who were glad to see anything out 
of the common in order to keep themselves up-to-date. 
He hoped the Committee and Secretary would try to 
arrange something of the kind. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said he was very sorry so few members 
caine to their meetings. Last year they went to a great 
deal of trouble ard expense to get Prof. M’Fadyean to 
lecture on bacteriology. The first lecture was well 
attended, but at the last lecture only about fifteen were 
present. That showed there was something wrong. He 
was prepared to move at once or at the next meeting a 
resolution instructing the Committee to report whether 
it was desirable that the Society should be continued. 
It was ridiculous to trouble Mr. Gray to come all the 
way from London when there was ‘- a handful of 
members to discuss his paper. Prof. M’Fadyean took 
immense trouble to prepare his lectures, and_ yet the 
members did not come and benefit by them. The time 
had arrived when they must seriously consider what was 
to be done. 

The PRESIDENT said it would be better to give notice 
of such a resolution and it could be put on the agenda 
paper and adequately discussed. 
Mr. SHIPLEY gave notice to introduce the resolution 
at the next meeting. 


“SoME OF THE PHASES OF INFLUENZAL COMPLAINTS 
or THE HorsE AND REMARKS ON TREATMENT.”—By 
Mr. Henry Gray. 


(This appeared in our issue of March 19th, 1904, p. 592). 
Discussion. 


Mr. Maya said that Mr. Gray’s paper was very 
interesting and up-to-date. Nocard’s and Ligniéres 
work was quite recent, and in Germany and France 
there had been some attempts to shape practical ends 
from the results they obtained. The reported results 
had not, however, been numerous or exhaustive enough 


Was carried. 
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to enable a sound judgment to be formed as to whether 
what has been worked out by the expert investigator 
will warrant general acceptance by the practitioner and 
stand the test of time and the exigencies of general 

ractice. In this country we had a long way to go be- 
ore we could start hopefully in the treatment of influ- 
ensal complaints by sera. We had no serum institutes 
with Governthent grants. Our Government, rightly 
or wrongly, placed a strict embargo on the granting of 
its acquiescence and material or moral support to any 
scientific treatment of disease that has not been proved 
successful up to the hilt, and even then it is not quick 
to take advantage of it. It doesn’t give veterinary sur- 
geons such a free hand as Germany does. There the 
expert decides a question in the laboratory, the Govern- 
ment veterinary surgeon takes it up, if itis unsuccessful 
the poor deluded country pays the racket, whilst if sue- 
cessful the Fatherland takes the credit and the veteri- 
nary surgeon keeps some of the cream. In other words 
the foreign country adopts somewhat of a sporting 
attitude as regards the treatment of disease, and the 
veterinary surgeon plays the réle of the bookmaker 
without shouting. In our every day life one advantage 
may accrne to us if we accept the theory of Pasteur- 
ellosis. It will not be so necessary for the general prac- 
titioner to worry about the clinical differences between 
pink eye, influenza contagious pneumonia, and pro- 
gressive pernicious anemia (which pathologists tell us 
always terminates fatally and is unaffected by adminis- 
tration of iron). To a busy practitioner this may be 
useful. In an age of short cuts, telephones, typewriters, 
and picture postcards (where the picture seems of more 
importance than the communication) this will stamp 
him as being up-to-date and moving with the times. 
Besides, if a querulous client asks him the name cf the 
disease he is treating he can say “Oh, its a disease due 
toa Pasteurella. That will probably flabbergast the 
client, but it will take a long time to eradicate the term 
“pink-eye” from the stable vernacular. To be more 
serious, however, he was glad Mr. Gray had courageously 
led up to the natural conclusion suggested by his paper. 
In the face of what other countries are doing, belict in 
the Pasteurella suggests the employment of a serum 
either curative or protective. In dealing with the horse 
it ought not to be forgotten that in South Africa a 
serum strong enough to confer immunity against South 
African Coast fever brought on a fatal attack of Texas 
fever or redwater. Perhaps small animals would be best 
for them to start with. Personally he would say there 
will have to be a deal of weeding out, discrimination, 
and selection of the phases of the disease in which sera 
can be successfully employed in any animal. Wasser- 
man and Ostertag produced a serum extensively em- 
ployed in Germany against “schweineseuche.” This 
was heralded by the scientific world as an epoch mak- 
ing discovery. Yet from what he could read 
“ schweineseuche ” seemed as rife as ever and as universal 
as ever in Germany. What will be the fate of Dr. 
Jess’s quite recently introduced polyvalent seruin in this 
disease remains to beseen. Dr. Joest, of Kiel, has used 
a polyvalent serum to confer immunity in calf scour, and 
also claims curative properties for it. A serum against 
strangles has also been employed successfully by a Ger- 
man doctor. There has, ty been no general re- 
porting of successes with these measures in the German 
ate ergo papers. Nobody has yet said in Germany 

ow long a serum confers immunity against a Pasteur- 
ellosis. At present the German protective and curative 
serum company in Berlin, under the direction of Dr. 
Jess, is manufacturing and widely advertising sera 
against strangles, swine plague, fowl cholera, and calf 
scour. Later on fuller and completer reports will pro- 
bably appear of the results attending the circulating of 
these sera, or it may be found that the diseases against 
which they were destined to be employed are still 


flourishing, and they could draw their own conclusions 
and nama tien the fact. Mr. Gray, he thought, did not 
believe that the thermometer is a very reliable guide in 
distemper cases. He had found it at fault in cases of 
pneumonia in the horse. He remembered cases where 
the thermometer has registered 101°, the horse been eat- 
ing one day and. dead the next, and post-mortem has 
revealed extensive and far advanced pneumonia. He 
was rather sceptical of the action of ammonium carb, as 
an anti-blood-clotting remedy, and would like to know 
whether the experiments as to its anti-blood-clotting 
properties are made on the blood when this fluid isin 
contact with the living membrane of a living blood 
vessel. All conclusions drawn from experiments on 
abstracted blood seemed to him somewhat fallacious, 
He also once saw a post-mortem examination on a horse 
that had had am. carb. balls given him, and in every 
place where the drug had escaped from the paper on to 
the mucous membrane of the stomach there was a raised 
white patch. He presumed the same effect would be pro- 
duced by a gelatine coated ball. 

It has been said “ What’s ina name? A rose by any 
other name would smell as sweet.” This hardly applies 
to scientific nomenclature. Septiczemia, as associated 
with Pasteurellosis, ought to be abolished, as the 
organism is frequently not found in the blood at death 
or shortly after as is the case in true septicemia. It 
ought to be said that Pasteurellosis is a disease due to 
an ovoid bacterium called a Pasteurella, which may be 
present in many animals and declare itself by very varied 
symptoms. 

It has been said “laugh ! and the world laughs with 
you ; weep! and the world laughs you.” He was 
afraid his remaiks had been more of a mournful than 
cheerful nature on this subject: 

Mr. Surptey said he wished to thank Mr. Gray for 
his excellent paper. It was most sensible and concise, 
and had not only dealt with the subject practically but 
had gone into the whole theory of influenzal complaints. 
He could not dispute what Mr. Gray had said, but he 
thought there was generally some predisposing cause 
that led toa manifestation of some clinical form of Pas- 
teurellosis, and that it did not arise merely from a chill. 
Horses that were subject to exposure were generally in 
the most healthy state. The question of the trans 
mission of the organisms in some way from the stallion 
to the mare was of the greatest importance. He re 
membered a horse some years ago coming down from @ 
stable where no doubt it had suffered at some time 

reviously from pink eye, but it came down perfectly 
healthy, and his late father gave a certificate of sound- 
ness and of freedom from hereditary disease, but it left 

ink eye on every farm it went to in the district. This 
cane came from one of the big studs near London. He 
was inclined to think animals like this were not suffer 
ing from influenza and could not be classified as sulle 
ing from it. They had all seen animals go out In a st 
fectly healthy state, come in at night blowing, and oo 
morning appear perfectly well. He did not quite unde 
stand what Mr. Gray meant when he said_ that a col’ 
tinuous high temperature ended in death or “ne 
recovery.” What was non-recovery. In the country 
where stables were ill-ventilated, very unhealthy, i 
dark, periodic ophthalmia was very common. he 
quently influenza was ushered in by an attack of co - 
which was confusing to young practitioners. | 
abdominai influenza, this seemed like simple peritonh™ 
He had seen some horrible cases of shivering. 
probability was that shivering existed before — 
and as soon as the animal was out of sorts it was an 
mented or more decidedly demonstrated. Shivertiét 
noticed in a farmyard became very apparent ! a a 
animal after a railway journey. An animal that \ 


an 
shiverer always suffered more when it had influenz@ 
a horse that was not a shiverer. 
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with periostitis splints formed on all his legs, front as 
well as hind, and periostitis occurred during a most 
severe attack of influenza. As to strangles streptococcus 
he wrote to Prof. M’Fadyean for some serum as he was 
was anxious to try an experiment, but the Professor told 
him he had better let it alone. As to green food, in one 
of his lecture Mr. Gray had condemned it, and in 
another place had recommended it. He had tried tap- 
ping the chest in pleural effusion but he would never 
attempt it again on account of the danger of introdue- 
ing organisms. The pleural cavity was so full of serum 
that it was better to leave it alone and let the animal 
die. He had wondered how iodide of potassium could 
prevent roaring, as stated in the paper ; which, however, 
was so full of ideas that he could not really criticise it. 

Mr. Gooca said this paper had put matters in a new 

light to older practitioners. He quite agreed with Mr. 
Shipley that horses accustomed to exposure did not take 
much harm, but a horse from a warm stable was liable 
to get a chill which was very productive of mischief. He 
found after attacks of influenza they had joint compli- 
cations. He remembered a bad case of a four year old 
which had influenza that ended in purpura. He made 
asplendid recovery from the illness but had to be de- 
stroyed on account of a joint affection. As to splints 
after influenza he had a horse that had a bad influenza 
attack, which had always gone sound untilthen. After 
he recovered he went lame on the off fore leg though 
no cause could be found for it, and nothing to feel or 
see. He got better with rest, but as soon as he was put 
to work got lame. He was brought in last week lame 
and he then noticed a bony enlargement at the lower 
part of the knee. It was fired, and the horse was now 
going nearly right again. He had no donbt the whole 
cause of the lameness was localisation of the disease in 
that knee joint. In treatment he found the remedy 
advocated by Prof. Pritchard years ago was not to be 
beaten. Of skin affections he had seen several cases and 
the first was very puzzling. He had a case of influenza 
ina stable, and while two Hackneys were affected the 
cart horses were not affected at all. He treated the 
Hackneys and did not see the cart horses. A month 
afterwards he was asked to look at a two year old cart 
colt which had swollen hind legs with sores and 
abscesses which he treated for some time. He asked if 
any of them had ever shown symptoms of strangles and 
Was assured none of them had. He was doubtful 
whether it was not a case of cutaneous strangles. He 
took some matter from a recently opened abscess and 
under the microscope found strangles streptococcus. 
The colt got into a sad state before it was slaughtered, 
and both its hind legs were a mass of running sores. 

Mr. SurpLey said what he meant was that no animal 
left exposed to the weather under natural conditions 
Contracted any disease except a contagious disease like 
strangles. He had never seen animals inured to expos- 
we attacked by influenza. Nevertheless there might be 
cases in which exposure was a cause or predisposing 
cause of disease. 

Mr. Gooch said he had a case of strangles a few 
ae ago. Three colts were running together in a pas- 
a One of them was taken with strangles and was 
very bad with abscesses all over his head. The other 

0 running with him all the time till he saw him, when 

was considerably advanced, ailed nothing at 

- The colt attacked had been sent back rather earlier 
health € advised with the others, but they were still 
tion y. Where had the colt attacked got the infec- 
alt A. 8. Aucrr said the paper was up to date in 
to Wisk and of profound interest. It could not fail 

“a shten their ideas considerably and would be a 

y reference for future guidance when they had 
mg cases, As to chill, he thought where horses 


and colts were brought up from marshes and put into 


stables they were very likely to show symptoms of influ- 
enza. On the other hand he had knowna colt used to a 
warm stable which, because he was found lame, was 
turned out in bitterly cold weather and he took no harm. 
This was only an isolated instance, but it showed the 
natural resistance to chill provided they are healthy. 
He had not had very great experience of influenza, but 
living near the coast the district might enjoy immunity 
from influenzal complaints, which were more rife in the 
middle of the county. He had had one or two cases 
that ended in purpura. In one case the lips were so 
swollen that they hung six or seven inches below the 
teeth. The lips could not be used for feeding purposes, 
and the animal had to be kept alive by injections per 
anum, and it made a good recovery. 

Mr. Santy said that at the present time Mr. Howes 
had a yard of horses down with this peculiar type of 
influenza. In 1887 an epidemic of pink eye or influenza 
was raging in Norwich and the surrounding district, and 
pretty well every other horse was down with it. It was 
of a most virulent type, but from that time he had seen 
very few cases. Mr. doe was quite unable to explain 
this present outbreak. The temperature indicated by 
the thermometer did not in certain cases assist them to 
any extent. The temperature might read high, and 
there did not seem to be any other symptoms except 
loss of appetite and general symptoms of that kind. In 
this instance it seemed to be lung type. They found 
one lung almost completely blocked and the other had 
very much more to do. It was accompanied by a nasty 
coffee coloured discharge from the nostrils, and a most 
haggard look on the countenance. In other outbreaks 
it had been followed by purpura more or less. He had 
seen it until he was frightened that every case he was 
called to he would find purpura. Why did it take this 
form at some outbreaks more than others’? He would 
be glad if Mr. Gray could suggest any practical means by 
which they could combat this kind of pneumonic influ- 
enza or pink eye. They never knew whether the medi- 
cines they prescribed reached the animals’ stomachs 
unless they administered them themselves. It was very 
uncertain whether they did, and certainly not to the 
extent that the veterinary surgeons prescribed, every 
four hours for example. If a veterinary had any faith 
in his medicine he made sure it was taken when he gave 
it himself. He was not aware whether Mr. Gray had 
tried “ packing” horses for pneumonic trouble. He had 
seen great benefit from hot fomentations, but it must be 
carried out in a scientific and practical manner. Where 
there was laboured breathing he had seen warked 
benefit from the application of mustard. So far as sur- 
roundings are concerned fresh air is one of the first 
essentials. There must be cleanliness in all the sanitary 
arrangements and the skin kept in a proper state. 

Mr. Goocu said he had found great benefit in cases of 
purpura from dressings of oil and turpentine, using two 
pints of oil to one pint of turpentine. When this was 
applied at night the swelling went down greatly by the 


morning. 
be concluded.) 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel’ 
Manchester, on Friday, March 3rd, 1905, W. A. Taylor’ 
E-q., President, in the chair. Present: Messrs. J. B 
Wolstenholme, F. W. Somers, E. Faulkner, J. E> 
Scriven, A. W. Mason, W. Woods, H. L_ Roberts, 
W. Hunting, T. Hopkin, W. Packman, and the Secretary. 

Minutes of last annual meeting were taken as read, 
adopted, and approved. 


Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Prof. W. O. Williams, Messrs. J. Abson, J. Mc- 
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Kinna, W. Carless, R. Hughes, W. J. Fletcher, A. Law- 
son, R. C. Trigger, and A. Porritt. 

THE PRESIDENT, in addressing the meeting, referred 
to the fact that our last annual meeting was held in 
December last, this meeting being called in the early 
part of the year in accordance with resolution passed at 
the last annual meeting, so as to facilitate the Society’s 
business, more especially in the matter of finance; in 
consequence he had little business to report. He re- 
ferred in feeling terms to the death of our late patron, 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Bart., to whose 
widow a suitable letter of condolence had been for- 
warded; also to the death of Col. James Drummond 
Lambert, C.B., who, although not a member of our 
Association, had during his lifetime taken great interest 
in the advancement of the profession. 

The SecrETARY reported that seven new members had 
been enrolled since last meeting, three had resigned, two 
died, and two crossed out of list of membership in_con- 

uence of being four years in arrear. The Council had 
held one meeting, and we had two cases of defence in 
abeyance. The list of members stands at 265. 

The TreasuRER reported that the income of the 
“Benevolent Fund” from investments, bank interest, 
and income tax amounted to £152 9s.; grants and dona- 
tions to 10 widows and others £99 5s.; funds invested 
£4200; the income of Benevolent Fund exceeded ex- 
penditure by £53 4s.; cash at bank £169 16s. 2d.; 
total funds £4369 16s. 2d. At the present time assis- 
tance is being given every four weeks to three persons, 
and three others have been aided this year. One mem- 
ber of the profession who had retired now forwarded his 
subscription to the Benevolent Fund, and two others 
have made donations. Income of “ Defence Fund” for 
1904 £142 5s. 6d.; interest £7 17s. 6d.; total £153 3s. 
Expenditure for 1904 £214 6s. 1d., which exceeded in- 


come by £64 3s. 1d. Law costs, 1904, £194 16s, id; 
cash at bank £698 11s. 11d. Total amount of the tw 
funds £5068 8s. 1d. Number of arrears Dec. 31, 19, 
34, amounting to £30 19s. 6d., of which £7 17s. 6d. had 
been paid this year. He was was pleased at the alten- 
tion of date of annual meeting, which gave him an oppor. 
tunity of presenting a full balance sheet. 

Mr. HopkKIn referred to the amount of money stani- 
ing to our credit at the bank making little interest, aud 
suggested that a portion be invested so as to obtaina 
increased rate of interest. 

After a little discussion it was pro by Mr. Ho 


kin, and seconded by Mr. Scriven, “ That the matter 
referred to the executive officers to consider and act if 
_necessary.”—Carried. 
| It was es by Mr. H. L. Roberts, and seconded 
‘by Mr. F. W. Somers, that the whole of the officer 
‘elected in December last should be re-elected en dlocw 
follows.—Carried. 

President.—Mr. W. A. Taylor. 

Vice-President.—Mr. W. Woods. 

T'reasurer.—Mr. E. Faulkner. 

Secretary.—Mr. Sam Locke. 

Council.—Messrs. J. Abson, A. L. Butters, J. 8. Car- 
ter, T. Hopkin, A. Lawson, A. W. Mason, J. E. Scriver, 
W. Shipley, F. W. Somers, R. C. Trigger, Prof. W. 0. 
Williams, and J. B. Wolstenholme. 

A vote of thanks closed the proceedings. 

am. Lockg, Hon. See. 


CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1905 1904 1903 1 


22 24 32. 
422 6 


Outbreaks in February 
» Two Months 41 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep? Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
foreaks| mals. mals. foreaike mals. | 2°88: | Other} breaks. | tered 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Mar.11] 23 | 25 | 22 | 44 os 30 16 
= 
(194. | 30 44]... | .. | 50 20 | 106 
Corresponding week in / 1903 ..] 10 12 26 | 44 7 ig 
(i902: 20 | 46 is | 37} .. J 2 i 
Total for 10 weeks, 1905 | 200 220 408 .. | 468 112, 
| | 
1904 .. | 211 289 o71 sai | .. | .. | 257 
Corresponding period in 1908 .. | 158.250 224 422 | 921 266 
1902... | 165 286 211419 5 | .. | 809 318 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 14. 1905. 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 4 6 | 
1904 22 
Corresponding Week in | 190% 19 2) 4 
87 
Total for 9 weeks, 1905 6 12 | 152 : 
47 
1904 ..f 1 | 1 2} 9 246 
Corresponding period in 1903 ee oe 1 2 265 7 430 


Epizootic Lymphangitis, Week ending Jan. 14, 2 cases; Feb. 25, 2 cases. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Mar. 9, 1906. 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed t0 
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The Royal Commission on Horse Breeding. 


A meeting of the Royal Commission on Horse Breed- 
ing was held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, 
on Wednesday, March 8. There were  wresng the Duke 
of Portland in the Chair, Lord Middleton, Sir Jacob 
Wilson, Mr. J. Bowen Jones, and Mr. J. Herbert Taylor 
(secretary). 

The Commissioners report that out of a total of 94 
stallions entered for exhibition, 90 being present, 48 had 
been exhibited before and 42 were newentries. Of these 
56 were sent out for veterinary examination, and 51 were 
passed sound. Of the new exhibits 11 1eceived pre- 
miums, whilst of the old, 17. They consider it a satis- 
factory sign that the percentage of horses rejected for un- 
soundness shows a great diminution compared with the 
early years of their work ; when yn f held their first 
show at Islington in 1889, out of 90 exhibits 17 were re- 
jected as unsound, whilst in the present year out of 90 


tion. From a total ot 75 horses exhibited in the English 
classes, only one horse was rejected. 

The report of the judges of the stallions was received 
as follows : “The judges have the honour to report to 
the Royal Commissioners on Horse Breeding that, com- 

with previons exhibitions, they had every reason 
to be satisfied with the general merit of the competing 
stallions. Some districts were represented by better 
horses than others, as it is manifestly impossible that a 
level degree of merit can be maintained, and, whereas 
Yorkshire had a very good entry of horses of substance 
and quality, Class G suffered in comparison, but to 
counterbalance, the judges thought the Scotch entries 
were individually better than they have been on many 
occasions. It was very gratifying to the judges to find 
that the efforts of the Royal Commissioners to ensure 
that none but sound stallions should be exhibited have 
been so entirely successful, very few indeed of the 
horses sent to be examined failed to satisfy the veteri- 
nary surgeons. Finally the judges desire particularly 
to express their gratification that the Royal Commis- 
sioners have allowed the turf careers of the competing 
stallions to be somewhat taken into account when award- 
ing the premiums. By this means horses that probabl 
from some natural defect of limb or temper, whic 
effectually prevented their appearance on a racecourse, 
ave been in some instances passed in favour of 
others which have been able to bear the test of training. 
€ judges did not consider it necessary that the horses 
competing should have actually won a race, but con- 
sidered it much in their favour if they have been able to 
Tun respectably for a certain period.”— Times. 


A Knaekers’ “ Veterinary ” Evidence 


at Worcester County Petty Sessions on Tuesday, 
pen ith, before Mr. F. J. R Wood, Col. Winsmore 
Soper, Col. W. Stallard, Mr. R. V. Berkeley, and Mr. 
ith cruelt t:keridge. Mr. 
Comin ian y toa pony at Ockeridg 
the prosecution, which was supported by 
tee Lackin, Florence Hankins, and Edith Watts, was 
whi efendant struck the horse several times with a 
pe Ay it was pulling a load of wood. When they re- 
send the horse was dead. The first witness, who 
thouta owned the pony, said she would not have 
dead 1 tany more of the whipping had not she seen the 
oes orse. Miss Watts me defendant beat the horse 
reifully, and she remarked that she would like to 


ake the whip f 
siven it to he nord him and give it to him as he had 


said he examined the dead horse and considered death 
was dne to internal rupture. There were no marks on 
the hide from whipping. The defence was that, after 
straining at the load, the horse fell dead. 

Defendant denied any unmerciful treatment. The 
Bench convicted, and a fine of £1 and £1 15s. costs was 
imposed.—Mr. Williams did not adjudicate in this case. 
—Berrow’s Worcester Journal. 


Claim for a Tuberculous Pig. 


A case to which the St. Helen’s Butchers’ Association 
attached a great amount of importance was heard at St. 
Helen’s County Court on 22nd ult., in which Henry 
Bannan, collier, of Blackbrook Road, Haydock, sued 
Daniel Gilvray, butcher, of Duke Street, St. Helen’s, for 
£2 1s. 3d. for the sale of a pig. Mr. Kelly supported the 
claim, and Mr. Ross Brown, instructed by Messrs. Swift 
and Garner, defended, and urged that the pig in ques- 
tion had been condemned by the local sanitary authori- 
ties, therefore Gilvray refused to pay for it. Mr. Kelly 
said the pig was sold with others in the ordinary way, 
and without any warranty. There was no complaint 
about the pig when it was sold, and plaintiff was done 
with the bargain then. Mrs. Bannan denied that Gilv- 
! told them that the pig was not fit for food. It was 
killed at Bannan’s place for defendant’s convenience. 
The Judge gave judgment for the plaintiff for the amount 
claimed, holding that defendant concluded the purchase, 
and that, whether he knew the pig was diseased or not, 
it belonged to him. Notice of appeal has been given. 


A Glandered Hor e. 


At Lambeth, Otto Schuman, of Daneville Road, 
Camberwell, answered an adjourned summons, taken out 
by the London County Council, complaining that he 
caused a diseased horse to be led on the highway be- 
tween Hammersmith and Camberwell, contrary to the 
Glanders and Farcy Order of 1894. There was a second 
summons against him for failing with all practicable 
speed to give notice to the police that he had a glandered 
horse. Mr. John Collman supported the summonses, 


‘and said that the defendant was a music-hall artist and 


used the horse in his performance. About October 11 
the defendant or his wife called in a veterinary surgeon 
at Hammersmith, who said that the horse had glanders 
and should be detained until seen by the Council’s 
veterinary inspector. The inspector on the next day 
found that the horse had been removed. Two nights 
afterwards the defendant or his groom called in a veteri- 
nary surgeon at Camberwell, who came to a similar 
conclusion, and communicated with the police. The 
horse was afterwards slanghtered and the carcase des- 
troyed. Mr. Woolf, who defended, explained that the 
defendant at the time was away, and his wife, who was 
a German, did not fully understand the matter. Mr. 
Hopkins ordered the defendant to pay a penalty of £20 
and 23s. costs upon the first summons, the second being 
withdrawn. The money was paid. 


Funeral of Mrs. Tom Chambers. 


The funeral of Mrs. Chambers, wife of Councillor T. 
Chambers, J.P., took place on Saturday last, in the 
Dudley Cemetery. The deceased lady did much valuable 
work amongst the poor in an unostentatious way, and 
she will be greatly missed. The esteem and regard with 
which Mrs. Chambers was held was seen by the large 
number who attended the funeral. The officiating 
clergyman was the Rev. W. J. Down, vicar of St. Luke’s. 


illiam Perkins, knacker’s assistant, Hylton Road, 


--Dudley Herald. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE STAINING OF THE ORGANISM OF 
EPIZOOTIC LYMPHANGITIS. 


Sir, 

Capt. Sullivan and Mr. Dodd in recent articles advocate 
respectively the Gram and Claudius methods in staining 
the Cryptococcus of Rivolta. Now I have had some ex- 
perience of the disease in Africa, and also tried various 
stains (including the two mentioned) and am of opinion 
that for simplicity and good results none are equal to the 
method suggested by Professor Mettam, which is briefly 
as follows :-— 

1. Film is made in the ordinary way, and fixed by heat 
or alcohol. 

2. Stain by Carbo-fuclhsin, holding slide over flame until 
steam rises. Allow to act for five minutes and replace any 
loss by evaporation with fresh stain. 

3. Wash in water and apply a solution of Iodine (1 of I, 
2 of KI., 300 of water) for three minutes. 

4. Wash in water and dry with blotting paper, then de- 
colourised with Aniline oil until colour is removed from 
ground work of film, examining occasionally with micro- 
scope. 
5. When decolourised sufficiently stop action of Aniline 
oil by washing in Xylol, when lather has evaporated the 
slide may be examined. 

Prof. Mettam uses a stronger solution of Iodine in stage 3 
(1 of I., 2 of KI., 200 of water), and after stage 5 counter- 
stair. with a solution of methylene blue or Bismark 
brown. I have obtained better results by the omission of 
counter-stain. 

For the preparation of a permanent specimen this is an 
excellent method of staining, but for ordinary diagnostic 
purposes staining is unnecessary—it suffices to spread a 
little pus from nodules on a slide and examine under micro- 
scope with high power, or preferably an oil immersion lens, 
when the lemon-shaped organisms are easily seen.— 
Yours, et., WaLteR JOWETT. 


“VETERINARY” ASSISTANTS. 
Sir, 

During the war in South Africa the Director-General, 
Army Veterinary Department, obtained as many retired 
Farrier-Majors as he could, and giving them the title of 
“ Veterinary ’’ assistants, posted them to different stations 
in the country. In many places these men became in sole 
veterinary charge and performed the duties of a M.R.C.V.S. 

At the time the appointments were made I called the 
attention of several members of the profession (including 
members of Council) tothe, to my mind, dangerous use of the 
word ‘‘ veterinary,’’ but as the appointments were continued 
I conclude they considered my fears groundless. 

What is the result? When the troops returned from 
South Africa and the ‘veterinary’ assistants were no 
longer required in the Army, these men, armed with the 
War Office authority granted them the rank of “ veterinary 
assistant ’’ applied for and obtained employment with firms 
owning a large number of horses, and as a member of a 
brewing firm who is satisfied with the result writes: ‘‘ We 
no longer need a ‘ vet.’ about the place.”’ 

There is now a constant demand for Farrier-Majors, and 
a man who has served in that capacity is at present in a 
more satisfactory position than many M.R.C.V.S. 

You will perhaps hardly credit my statement that a Far- 
rier-Major has recently accepted an appointment to take 
charge of the horses of a firm of brewers in London at a 
salary of £300 a year! but such is a fact, and no doubt there 
are many more cases where as much or more is paid to 
secure veterinary attendance without the assistance of a 
M.R.C.V.S. 

It is now probably too late to stop this, for the Farrier- 
Major has proved his worth, but should it not be a lesson 
to watch carefully in the future and take steps to guard 
against the indiscriminate use of the word ‘ veterinary,’’ 
especially by Government officials.—Yours faithfully, 

March 14th, 1905. M.R.C.V.S. 


SAD CASE. 


Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged for your kind insertion of my appeal 
on behalf of A. G. Leaney, M.R.C.V.S., and beg to acknoyw- 
ledge further list of subscriptions to date. 


a. 
W. W. Smart | 100 
‘Vis unita fortior’’ 5 0 
J. G. Chesterman 110 
Alfred Marston 5 0 
Herbert Bibby 10 6 
Henry Taylor 10 6 
John Davidson 
F. Jarvis 110 
J. L. Orr 10 0 

Kempston (Rector.) 


The Rectory, Roscommon, March 15. 


ANOTHER SAD CASE. 


Dear Sir, 

I desire to call the attention of members of the veteri- 
nary profession to the sad case of the widow of the late 
Mr. J. Martin, M.R.C.V.S. Deceased was a member of 
the Veterinary Staff of the Department of Agriculture, etc., 
for Ireland, and was taken away after a short illnéss, leay- 
ing a widow and four children unprovided for, Mrs. Martin 
being in delicate health. 

Great sympathy has been shown by Sir Horace Plunkett, 
Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., and Mr. Jeremiah Jordan, M.P., 
but unfortunately there are no public funds available from 
which, even with the assistance of these gentlemen, any 
assistance can be given. 

Might I suggest that some influential members of the 
profession would come forward to take charge of any sub- 
scriptions which may be given by the Irish veterinary sur- 
geons to a fund for the benefit of these orphans. Already 
generous subscriptions have been promised by influential 
laymen to any fund which may be inaugurated by our pro- 
fession, and I feel sure that the matter has only to be men- 
tioned to ensure its receiving a generous response from the 
members of the staff who, like poor Martin, not being 
permanent officials, may at any time leave those dependent 
on them ineligible for aid from the Civil Service Bene- 
volent Fund. 

Personally, I am prepared to subscribe to such a fund to 
the full extent of my means, and trust that a committee 
may be formed without delay to forward this matter. 

I understand that support has been already promised by 
the Central Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, and 
would respectfully suggest that the officers of the organisa- 
tion in connection with the staff should assist in this 
matter by receiving subscriptions and taking whatever other 
steps may be necessary.—I am, yours faithfully, 

F.C. Mason, M.R.C.V.S. 

Blackrock, March 14. 


Communications AND Papers RECEIvVED.—Messrs. W. L. 
L. Bell, W. Jowett, J.A- Bull, F.C. Mason, 5S. Locke. 
Capt. E. E. Martin. M.R.C.V.S. 

“The Harness Horse,” by Sir Walter Gilbey, Bart. 
4th ed., 8vo., 63 p. and 9 plates, 2s. net. Vinton & Co.,L., 
9 New Bridge Street, E.C. 


Berrow’s Worcester Journal, The Oxford Times. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matter 
worth bringing under the notice of the poston, 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings 1r0 
local papers containing facts of interest. 

Original articles and reports should be written on oe 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


— oo 6, eee 
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